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IRISH fflGRATORT AGRICULTDRAL LABOURERS, 


1890. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY LAWRENCE, EARL OF ZETLAND, 

&0., &C., &C-, 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor or Ireland. 

May it please tour Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at. a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables are in continuation of those 
presented annually since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics on this 
subject published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, with his usual kindness, 
furnished the statistics of “haiwestmen” travelling over that Copipany’s lines. The 
returns from the various ports have been collected by the emigration enumerator's, and 
the information obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers has been procured by 
the enumerators of agricultural statistics. The results are set forth in the following 
statements : — 


■ Return showing the Number of Labottrebs who left each of the undermentioned Ports from the 
'j'. 1st January, 1890, to the Slat August, 1890, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 


Ports. 

JonoBiT'. 

February. 

MBTcb. 

AprlL 

May. 

J na. 

July. 

August. 

Total to 
tbo end of 


6 

6 

9 

23 

20 

81 

11 

36 

192 


. 341 

260 

287 

259 

747 

328 

314 

341 

2,877 


18 

20 

14 

23 

26 

30 

30 

30 

190 




3 

28 

37 

25 

9 


102 


is 

14 

17 


27 

12 

17 

13 

113 

Dundalk, . . 

25 


15 

21 

21 

36 

13 

13 

144 


3 



6 





8 


33 

27 

37 

49 

80 

168 

69 

41 

494 


88 

76 

76 

84 

82 

71 

76 

126 

677 




1 



2 

1 

1 

6 


3*84 

300 

390 

475 

640 

655 

744 

€00 

4,188 

Newry, 

C6 

30 

21 

40 

57 

27 

22 

31 

284 


13 




• 

1 

1 

20 

55 

Sliffo, 


16 

38 

66 

1'24 

360 

53 

44 

701 r 

r 

1 

I 





. 





Waterford, 


1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

13 

Westport, . 





60 

15 


9 

84 

Wextord, . 

4 

4 

6 

8 

15 

9 

16 

6 

68 

Total, 

984 

759 

9)6 

1,084 

1,936 

1,811 

1,378 

1,313 

10,181 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. IRELAND. 1890. 


The following information has been obtained from the Midland Great Western 
Eailway Company : — 

NUiiBER of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from th% 
andermentioned Stations during the Season of 1890. 


Station. 

Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 

Poor Law Union. 

County. 

Athlone, . . 

27 

Atlilone, 

BaUinasloe, 

Westmeath. 

BaUinasloe, 

162 

Galway. 

"Woodlawn, 

318 

Do. 

Do. 

Athenry, . 

414 

Loughi'ea, 

Do. 

Duuamou, . . 

311 

Roscommon, 

Do. 

Edgeworthstown, 

2 

Grmiard, . 

Longford. 

Longford, . 

40 

Longford, . 

Do. 

Dittmod, 

21 

MoluU, 

Leitrim. 

Carriek-on-Shttimon, . 

211 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

Do. 

Boyle, 

91 

Boyle, 

Roscommon. 

Ballymote, . 

2,327 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Sligo, 

48 

Do. ... 

Do. 

BallysudAre, 
Edmondstown, . 

102 

Do. ... 

Do. 

38 

Castlereagh, 

Mayo. 

BaUaghaderreen, 

3,498 

344 

Do. 

Do. 

Roscommon, 

Roscommon, 

Roscommon. 

Ballymoe, . 
Castlereagh, 

197 

Glennamaddy, . 

Galway. 

527 

Castlereagh, 

Roscommon. 

Ballmloiigh, 

1,148 

Do. 

Do. 

Ballyhaunis, 

3,503 

Claremorris, 

Mayo. 

Claremonia, . 

1,484 

Do. 

Do. 

Balia, 

1,S143 

Castlebar, 

Do. 

Monulla, 

61 

Do. . . . 

Do. 

Castlebar, . 

1,355 

Do. . . . 

Do. 

Weetport, . 

1,851 

Westport, . 

Do. 

Foxford, 

3,634 

Swineford, 

Do. 

fiallina, . . . 

1,063 

Beilina, 

Do. 

OoUooney, . 

211 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Kilfi"ee, 

392 

Boyle, 

Do. 

Arva Road, 

Total, . , 

12 

24,535 

Cavan, 

Cavan. 


From the returns obtained by the enumerators of agricultural statistics it appeara 
that there were in June of this year Id, 081 persons who had either left or intended 
to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers elsewhere : of these, 
2,715 had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration. The corresponding number 
for 1889 was 12,028, showing an increase of 2,053, or 17'1 per cent, in the present year. 

From the returns collected by the enumerators ot emigrants at Irish ports, together 
with the information furnished by the authorities of the Midland Great Western 
Railway, it would appear that 34,716 agricultural labourers travelled as Passengers 
journeying to seek employment at a distance from their homes. Comparing these 
figures with those for 1889, it appears there is an increase of 3,685, 

In the Midland Great Western Railway returns a considerable increase is observed, for 
in 1889 the number of harvestmen earned by the Company was 22,435, whereas in 1890 
the number was 24,535, or 2,100 more than in the previous year. The number of harvests 
men who travelled over this line in 1888 was 22,800, in 1887 it was 21,355, in 1886 
it was 21,698, in 1885 it was 22,610, in 1884 it was 22,500, in 1883 it was 22,111, in 
1882 it was 21,422, in 1881 it was 26,367, in 1880 it was 27,659, in 1879 it was 22,679, 
in 1878 it was 23,880, and in 1877 the number was 23,266. 

A discrepancy similar to that observed in previous years between the results obtained 
by the two methods is also observable in the statistics for 1890, 

It has been ascertained that a considerable number of the agricultural labourers 
who migrate annually to England pay two visits. This is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 
each year,” and that, “a large number remain in the counties near Dublin.” 

The numbers returned by the agricultural enumerators apparently (as mentioned in 
the Reports for previous years), represent those who habitually pursue the avocation of 
migratory agricultural labourers. . . 

A review of the returns furnished by the agricultural enumerators shows that the 
total number of those in Ireland who pursued this particular kind of employment 
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was, in the year 1890, 14,081, or at the rate of 27 per 1,000 of the population according 
to the Census of 1881. 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to migratory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads : — 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(6.) To the Etdult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

IV. Their destination, 

I . — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 


Table I. — Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 
whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the population, for the years 1887, 1888, 1889, and 1890, respectively. 




Migntorr Apleultanl Lftbsvnn. 

Bat* per 1,000 of the Vopelatloa 
aeaerdlsg to tbi Ceoiue of 1 881. 



Number In 
18S7. 

Nombnr la 
188S. 

Nambei in 
18S9. 

Nuab«t In 
16»0. 

ie 1887. 

In I88a 

Inusa 

la 1690. 

r.umsTER Provencb : 
Carlow County, 

46,668 

418,910 




6 




01 

Dublin „ 

9 

9 



14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rildare „ 

76,804 

4 

13 

2 

11 

O-I 

0-2 

— 

0-1 

Kilkenny „ 
King’s ., 

99,681 

72,852 

9 

6 

4 

6 

0-1 

0-1 

— 

0-1 • 

34 

1 



— 

0-5 

— 

— 

— 

Lon^ord „ 

61,009 

27 

45 

24 

48 

0-4 

0-7 

0-4 

0-8 

Louth „ 

77,684 

89 

96 

70 

82 

M 

1-2 

0-9 

M 

Meath „ 

87,469 

2 

6 

2 

2 

— 

0-1 

— 

— 

Queen's „ 

73,124 





— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

01 

Westmeath „ 

71,798 







1 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Wexford „ 

128,854 

70,386 

1 

2 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

01 

Wicklow „ 

7 

— 

9 

2 

0-1 

— 

0-1 

— 

Monster Pbovikcb : 










Clare County, 

141,457 

22 

13 

10 

_ 

0*2 

01 

0-1 

— 

Cork ,, 

495,607 

66 

87 

65 

61 

01 

0-2 

0-1 

01 

Kerry „ 

Limerick „ 

201,039 

115 

88 

138 

145 

0‘6 

0-4 

0-7 

0'7 

180,632 

2 

10 

7 

— 

— 

01 

— 

— 

Tipperary „ 

199,612 

4 

9 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

O'l 

Waterford „ 

112,768 

1 

4 

2 

4 

— 


— 

• 

Ulster Province : 










Antrim County, 

421,943 

7 

9 

18 

32 

— 

— 

— 

0-1 

Armagh „ 

163,177 

336 

325 

260 

331 

2-1 

2*0 

1-6 


Cavan „ 

129,476 

97 

66 

26 

26 

0-7 

0*6 

0-2 

0*2 

Donegal „ 

206,035 

1,228 

831 

954 

1,076 

6-0 

4-0 

4‘6 

5-2 

Down ,,, 

272,107 

67 

45 

70 

23 

0-2 


0-3 


Fermanagh ,, 

84,879 

17 

2 

6 

4 

0-2 

— 

0-1 

— 

Londonderry „ . 

164,991 

53 

21 

16 

40 





Monaghan ,, 

102,748 

24 

44 

46 

37 



0-4 


Tyrone „ 

197,719 

54 

52 

26 

54 

0*3 


0-1 


Connaught Province : 










Galway County, 

242,006 

1,077 

1,247 

1,416 

1,376 

269 

4-5 

5-2 

5-8 

6-7 


90,372 

283 

262 

205 






246,212 

7,442 

7,087 

7,291 

8,490 

30-3 

28-9 


34-6 


132,490 

904 

787 

764 

1,109 

6-8 

6 ’9 



Sligo „ 

111,578 

442 

558 

605 

790 

4-0 

6-0 

6-4 


Summary. 











1,278,989 

182 

177 

113 

187 

0-1 

0-1 

0-1 

0-1 

Munster „ 

1,331,115 

210 

211 

222 

238 

0-2 





1,743,075 

1,883 

1,394 

1,422 

1,622 

I'l 




Connaught „ 

821,667 

10,148 

9,941 

10,271 

12,034 

12-4 

12-1 

12-5 

14-6 

Total of Ireland, . 

5,174,836 

12,423 

11,723 

12,028 

14,081 

2-4 

2-3 

2-3 

2-7 
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6 . AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1890. 

More .than five-sixths of the entire number, namely, 12,034, are natives of the 
Province of Connaught. Of these,. 8,490 come from the county of Mayo alone, which 
county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. The railway 
returns point to a similar conclusion, as the persons who travelled on “harvestmen’s 
tickets” from the Railway stations situated in that county amount to 17,630, or 
more than onC'half of the number returned by the railway authorities and emigration 
enumerators combined. In 1841 also, Mayo, as pointed out in the Report for 1880, 
was the principal source of these migratory labourei-s. It must not be forgotten that 
many who start from Mayo stations on the Midland Great Western Railway are 
natives of Sligo or Galway. The 8,490 returned on “Form M,” Agricultural Statistics, 
were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal being 
Swineford, 3,795 ; Claremorris, 1,290 ; Westport, 1,262 ; Castlebar, 1,063 ; the numbers 
being much smaller for the other unions (see Table II. and Table in Appendix). I’he 
numbers furnished by the other counties of Connaught are: — Galway, 1,376 ; Ros- 
common, 1,109 ; Sligo, 790 ; Leitrim, 269. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migi-atoiy labourers, is Ulster. 
^The total number furnished by Ulster is 1,622: of these, 1,075 (or 66‘3 per cent.) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. Tbo numbers furnished by the various Poor Law- 
Unions in this county include — Glenties, 333; Dunfanaghy,288; Millford, 270; Inishowen, 
81, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 972, showing that nearly all 
the migratory labourers of Donegal and more than half of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 331, of whom 149 are na,tives of Newry, 115 of Armagh, and 41 of Castle- 
blayney union. The county of Tyrone furnishes 54 ; Derry, 40 ; Monaghan, 37 ; Antrim, 
32 ; Cavan, 26 ; Down, 23 ; and Fermanagh, 4. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 187 migratory labourers. These are princi- 
pally natives of the counties of Louth and Longford, which respectively furnish 82 and 
48, or more than two-thirds of the whole number from this province. The numbers 
furnished by the other counties of Leinster are very small, ranging from 14 in Dublin, 
to 1 in Westmeath. There are this year no migratory labourers from King’s Co, 

The province of Munster furnishes 238. They are distributed as follows among 
the various counties : — Kerry, 145 ; Cork, 61- ; Tipperary, 28 ; and Waterford, 4. There 
are no migratory labourer's irom Clare or Limeri(^. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the con'esponding returns for the year 1889, 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has increased by 2,053. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 74, or 65 ‘5 per cent. ; and in 
Munster an increase of 16, or 7‘2 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were 
so small in 1889 and 1890 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on the labour market. In Ulster the number iu 
1889 was 1,422, while in 1890 it is 1,622, beingan increase of 200, or 14'1 percent. 
An increase of 121 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. On referring to the figures for Connaught, it is found that 
the number rose frpm 9,877 in 1886 to 10,148 in 1887; it fell to 9,941 in 1888, rose 
to 10,271 in 1889, and to 12,034 inlSDO, the last number showing an increase of 1,763, or 
17*2 percent., when compared with that for 1889. These figures ^how that a large 
number of the inhabitants of Connaught still pursue tho avocation of migratory labourers. 
Mayo still heads the list with the largest number, and shows an increase of 1,199 
compared with the previous year. 

II. — The proportion v)hich the migratory labourers hear to the population resident 
in the disb'icts from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number- from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population in 1881 is given, it will be observed that the proportion 
for the whole of Ireland is but 27 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is 
found that the proportion in Connaught is 14‘6 per 1,000, in Ulster it is 0'9, in 
Munster, 0'2, and in Leinster, OT. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of miOTatoiy labourers to the population reached the large number oi 
34'6 per 1,000; in Roscommon it was 8'4 ; in Sligo, 7’1; in Galway, 5'7 ; and m 
Leitrim, 3'0. . 

In Ulster, the proportion reached 5'2 in Donegal, and 2 0 in Armagh, but in ail other 
counties it was under 10 per 1,000. 
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In Leinster the highest rate per 1,000 is IT in Louth. 

In all the counties of Munster the numbers were so small that they were not likely 
to have any important general effect. *' 

The foliov^g are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the migration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt ; ^ 

Mayo, . . . 34-6 per 1,000. I Sligo, . . 71 per 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 8-4 per 1,000. ( Galway, . . 6-7 per 1,000. 


In the following counties the number appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
appreciable effects : — 

Donegal, . . 6-2 per 1,000. | Leitrim, . . 8-0 per 1,000. 


Table IL— Showing by Poor Law Unioks the Number of Mioratort AaRTCTTLiURAi Labourers (in 1890) 
whose usual REsroEycB is situated therein; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the Population. 


Migraln; 

AgrieuKanl 

Lkbouian, 


Pool Law Vkiowi. 


AbbtpUii, 
AfdM, . 

Athlose, . 
'Athr, 

Bwliiborongb, 
BklUoi, . 
Bolliaiilae, 


BiUjcutIa, 

Billymilion, 

BitlyrniDA, 

Billjmoiij, 

BtUjilwttnoa, 

Btllyragli&n, 

B&lroth«ty, 

B&ltlnj;lui, 

Btabndgi, 
Budon, . 

BuiOt, . 

Bolfut, . 
Bilmallet, 
Borrifoluno, 
Boyli, . 
Ckbiriirwii 
CUIio, . 
Oarlov, , 
OArrickiDMrou, 


Ctihil, . 
OuUobw, 
OMClcbU.TMy, 
Cwtlteomw, 

Caitleru^, 
Cutletown, 
ClTin, . 


Ctlbridge^ 

Clkrtaorrit, 

aiMen, . 

0ti»h«ea, 

Ulogbir, 

ClooAlcUty, 


I Coutlosia which Situs' 


Qc..n% . . 

Antrim, . 

Loath and Meath, 

Armt^h and Tyrone, 
Westmeath & Roscommon, 
Kildare and Qaeec'a, 

Mqjo and Slin, 

Oafway and Roaoommon, 
Oolway and Mayo, . 

Antrim, . 

Longford and Westmeath, 

Antrim and Londonderry, 
Donegal, Fermanagh and 
Leitrim, 

Clara, . 

Dublin, . . , . 

Oar]ow,Kiidare& Wicklow, 
Armagh and Down, . 

Cork, 

Cork, 

Cavan and Ijaitrim, . 
Antrim aid Down, , 

Mayo, 

Tipperary, 

Roscommon and Sligo, 
Kerry, . 

Kilkenny and Tipperuy, 
Carlow and Qnaen's, 
Monaghan, > . 

Leitrim aid Roscommon, . 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 
Waterford, . . 

Tipperary, 

Mayo, 

Armagh and Mont^ban 
Kilkenny 

and Roscommon, 

. . . 


Mayo, . . • 

Oalway, . 

■flpperary, 

M onagbac and Tyrone, 
Cork, 


111,769 

a-i,7M 

19,78« 

63.B65 

92,627 

27,961 

19,876 

80,730 


16,735 

17.1C6 

67,794 

86,045 

26,513 
5,551 
19,067 
18, .166 
55,062 


16,451 

10,553 

41,215 

38,190 

18,433 

41,120 

19,477 

26,051 

25,612 

26,222 

32.273 

85,852 

15,011 

15,388 

43,442 

13,634 

43,769 

16,108 

31,936 

24,260 


PcoB L«w OnoMS 


Clonmel, . 
Coleraine, 
Cuokstown, 
Cootehill, 


Cork, 

Correa, 

Dingle, 


Donegal, . 
Downpatrick, 
Drogheda, 
Dromore, West, 
Dnblin, North, 
Dnblin, Sonth, 
Dundalk, 


Dunfaoaghy, 


Dnngarvan, 

Ojnmanwar, 

Danshanghlln, 

Edenderry, 

Enniscorthy, 

Bnniiknien, 


Penney, . 
Cralway, . 
(:41ennaiaaddy, 
Glentiee, . 
UHn, 


Inishowen, 

IrvineatowB, 

Kantnrk, 

KeOs, 
Kenmaic, 
Kilkeel, . 
Kilkenny, 
Killadysert, 


Ccutlei in whioh S 


Fermanagh and _ 

Tipperary and Waterford, 
Antrim and Loadondeny, 
Tyrone, ■. . . 

Cavan and Monaghan, 

Cork, 

Clare, 

Limerick, . 

WesOneath, 

Kerry, . 

Donegal, , 

Loath and Meath, 

Sligo, 

Dnbl'n, . 

Dublin, 

Armagh, Loath, 

Donegal, . 

'^^aterlnrd, 

Cork, 

Dnblin and Meath, . 
Kildare, King's, and Me 
Clare, 

Carlow and Wexford, 

Cavan, Permanagb, .and 
Tyrone, 

Clare, 

Cork, 

Galway, . . 

Galway, . . 

Donegal, . 

Kerry and Limerick, 


vtatway, . . • . 

Cavan, Longford, and West- 

Donegal, . 

Fermanagh and Tyrone, 
Cork, . 

Cavan and Meath, . 
Kerry, 

Down, . > . 

Kilkenny, . 

Clare, 


Populitioa 

lA. 


56,152 

30,930 

80,334 

145,216 

6,620 

15,369 

10,742 

20,142 


49,199 

31,590 

17,349 

14-1981 

202,364 

43,193 


17,438 

10,661 

18,774 

24,836 

37,18B 


48,101 

19,974 

37J51 

15,162 


31,373 

33,404 

17,568 

80,034 


18,790 

19,877 

28,783 

11,839 


Hlgratoiy 

Anlaaltiml 

Laboaran. 

Nawbat 

Bate 

per 

I.C00 

orthe 

4 

0-2 

16 

0-4 

13 

1 

0-4 

16 

0-6 

3 

0-1 

19 

M 

81 

1-9 

283 

17-2 

3 

0-1 

1 

6 

0-1 

12 

.?■? 

383 

“e-g 

3 

O'l 

81 

2-4 

2 

0-1 

6 

o'a 

2 

0 1 
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Tablb^IL — Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Aoricultiiral Labourers, &c.— 


Poos Law Vinoi*. 


KUIali, . 
KllUrcer, 
KilniMtBoniw 
KllnaUock, 
Elraili, . 
KiiiMi*, . 
Lana, . 
listMrlcsDsj, . 
Llmavady, 
UmtriA, 

liiWn, . 

Oiimorc, . 

LjfDaikta, 

Littowel, 

Lsndonderr;, • 

Longford, 

Longhm, 

Msctoos), 

Uugksrafalt, 

UoUow, . 
Mnaoihmiittoo, 
Middleton, 
Miliford, . 
MUIitreot, 
Mitcbelitows, . 
Mehill, . 
Monigbu, 
Uoantbellew, . 
MeacliBalliek, 

Mnlliogu, . 

Nau, . , 

N>tui, . . 


CountlM in wbiob SftiuteA 


KS7. ! ! ! 

Waterford, . . 

Cork and Limerick, . 
Clare, 

Cork, 

Dunegai, . 

LondondeTT^, . 

Clare and Limerick, . 

Antrim and Down, . 
Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Kerry, . . 

Donenl and Londeaderty, 
Longford, . . , 

Antriis, Armagh, St Down, 
Cork. 

Londonderry. . 

Cork, . a 

Cork, ' \ 

Donegnl, . 

Cork, . . 

Co^ and Limerick, . 

Monaghan, . , 

Gnlway, . . . 

Cing’i asd Queen’a, . 

Wmtmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 
Meath, . 

'Kpperary, . . 

Liniertck, . , , 

Carlow, Kilkenny.iuidWax- 
ford, . . 

Ama^ and Down, . 


10,153 

44,958 

10,798 

32,810 

36,095 

21,980 

36,25b' 

16,571 

26,231 

75,051 

55,618 

17,254 

20,844 

85,405 

59,611 

28,514 

25,337 

62.982 

29,452 

52,620 

27,717 
29,135 
27,833 
28, '121 
13,01 1 
18,764 
26,008 
35,847 
17,915 
34,606 

38,423 


37,338 

67,723 

42,921 


peon Law Uinona 


Oldeaetle, 

Otnngh, . 

Oaghtemrd, 

Pareonetown, 

Portomna, 

Rothdown, 

Rathdrum, 

Rathkeale, 


Straliane, 

Stnuiorlar, 

Strokoatown, 

Swineford, 
Tbomastown, 
Thurles, . 
Ti^ray, 

Tralee, ^ 
Trim, . 
Tuam, 

Tnlta, . 
Tnllamore, 

Urlingford, 

Waterford, 


Conntioe In which Situated. 


Cavan and Meath, 

Galway, . 

Kiiig*8 and Tippemiy, 

Dublin and Wicklow, 
Wicklow, 

Limoriok, , 


Galway and Boacommoo, 
Ring's, Queen's, and 
Tippennr. . 

Clare and Galwe^, . 
Carlow, Wexfori & Wick- 
low, 

Cork. 

Cork, 

Sligo, 

Donegal and Tyrone, 
Donegal, . . 

Roscommon, 

KSt’nny,' ! ! 

Tipperary, 

Limerick and Tipperary, 
Sligo, 

Kerry, 

Meath, 

Galway, 

Clajn, 

Ring's and Westmeati). 

Kilkenny, Qneen's, an 
Tipperary, 

Kilkenny and W aterford, 

V^alord, ! 

Cork and Waterford, 


Mi*r»toiy 
a^g^ltanl I 


20,182 

51,850 

20,705 

80,883 

12.210 

67,918 

3-2,403 

16,124 


46,063 

44,002 

17,449 

21,734 

58,714 

16,878 

28,867 

41,035 

25,721 

50,578 

18,254 


40,974. 

86,745 

20,011 


The foLowi^ statement shows the proportion of Migratory Labourers in all those 
Poor Law Unions where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population. 


FooB La.w ITsions. 

Coastlas in wliiob eltonted. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

FLAW UKions. 

Coanties In which aitaated. 

Rate 

per 

■ 1,000. 

Swineford, 

Oiaremorrifl, ' . 

Castlebar, ' -i- . 

Westport, . • . • ; 

Glennamaddyj , ; 

Oastlereagh, ... 

■■ 

Mayo, 

Do., . 

Do., . 

Do., . 

Galway, . , 

Mayo and Rosoom- 
TOon. 

70-7 

40-4 

32-9 

30-8 

26-2 

26-3 

Toljei'curry, 

Ballina, 

Mountbellew, . ' . 

Diinfanagby, 

Millford, 

Sligo, 

Mayo and Sligo, 
Galway, . . 

Done^l, . 

Do., . 

21-0 
. 19-8 
19-6 
17-2 
11-3 


The proportion -of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is . shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers' are vie'wed merely in relation to the total population. 

In tliis statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light for it is found that 
no less than 15'3 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance froin their hSmes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
4 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 3'3 percent.; in Sligo, 2*9 ; in Galway, 2*3; in 
Donegal, 2'0 ; in Leitrim, 1'2 ; in no other county does it reach I per cent. 
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Table HI.— Showing for each County and Province the JiTumber of Migratory Agricultural Labourers whose 
usual Residence is situated therein ; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, according 
to the Census of 1881, and the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. ’ 


PnOTiKCIIS »VI> COtTVTI*#, 

Namber cf 
M.\Im so years 

Migratory AprtonUaral 
labourers. 


Kumbor of 
Males 90 jeon 

Migratory Agrioullatal 
L^ourers, 



Number. 

Rate 
per cent. 


upvotdt. 

Nambar. 

per coat. 

Leinster Province : 




Ulster Province : 




Cai’Iow County, 

12,761 

5 

_ 

Antrim County, 

101,139 

32 


Dublin „ 

114,305 

14 

— 

Armagh „ 

40,760 

331 

0-8 

Kildare „ 

24,203 

11 

— 

Cavan „ 

33,767 

26 


Kilkenny „ 
Kiug’a „ 

27,478 

6 

— 

Donegal „ 

62,566 

1,076 

2-0 

20,949 

— 

— 

Down „ 

67,763 

23 


l/on^ord „ 

1G,458 

48 

0-3 

Fermanagh „ 
Londondeny „ 

23,047 

4 


Lourii „ 

20,470 

82 

0-4 

42,393 

40 

0-1 

Meatb ,, 

25,288 

2 

— 

Monaghan „ 

26,836 

37 

0-1 

Queen’s „ 

20,700 

7 

— 

Tyrone „ 

52,444 

64 

0*1 

Westmeath „ ■ 

20,630 

1 





Wexford „ 

34,566 

9 



Connaught Province : 




Wicklow „ 

19,284 

2 

— 

Galway County, 

60,758 

1,376 

2-3 





•Leitrim „ 

22,209 

269 

1-2 





Mayo „ 

65,463 

8,490 

16-3 





Roscommon. „ 

33,144 

1,109 

3-3 

Munster Province: 




Sligo „ 

26,934 

790 

2-9 

Clare County, 

Cork „ 

36,483 

127,516 

61 


Summary. 




Kerry „ 

48,070 

145 

0-3 

Leinster Province, . 

357,051 

187 

01 

Limerick „ 

46,953 

— 



Munster ,, 

341,262 

236 

O'l 

Tippemry „ 

63,851 

29,379 

28 

0-1 

Ulster „ 

440,706 

1,622 

04 

Waterford ,, 

4 

— 

Comiaught „ 

198,608 

12,034 

6-1 





Total of Ireland, . 

1,337,616 

U,081 

11 


III . — The social position of the Irish Migratory Laiourer at home is best estimated, by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder, and, if a landholder, by the extent of lus 
holding. Table lY. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
14,081 Irish migratory labourers 9,428 or 67‘0 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage for each of the four provinces of migratory labourers who are not land- 
holders is as follows : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Munster, 


66-7 

720 

73-8 

92-0 


Thus the landholding migratory labourers are proportionally more numerous 
in Connaught than elsewhere. Again, the average amount of land held by those who 
are landholders is greater in Connaught than elsewhere. The number of landholders ; 
the number having over five acres ; the number with holdings .not exceeding five acres : 
and the per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 


Connaught, . 

Number of Ulenitory 
Labourers wbo are Landholders. 

4,131 

Holders of 
over fire acres. 

3,6-48 

Not exceeding 
flve acres. 
483 

Fer-cestage not 
ezeoedisg five acres. 

11-7 

Ulster, 

454 

313 

141 

31-1 

Munster, 

19 

11 

8 

42-1 

Leinster, 

49 

28 

21 

42-9 


A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the condition of the 
migratory lahourere in relation to the land bears pretty much the same ratio as when 
considered by provinces : the proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix. It will be observed that of the 
8,490 natives of Mayo, 3,011, or 35'5 per cent., are landholders, and of these 3,011 only 
326, or 10'8 per cent,, occupied holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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agricultural statistics. IRELAND, 18&0. 


Tablb IV. — Showing, by Provinces, the ntunber of Migratory Agricultural Labourei*s> not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area of their Holdings. 


CluslficBtion of Holdingl in 
Statata Aerci. 

Pbotihcbs. 

Total of Ireland, 

Leinster. 

Munster. 

Ulster. 

Couiaaglit. 

No. of Migratory Agricultural 






Labooreis aot Lapdlioldears, 

138 

219 

1,168 

7,903 

9,428 

No. Iiaving : — 










TTrtlflingB aot exceeding 1 acre, 

6 

6 

7 

14 

33 

Do. above 1 



2 acres, . 

6 

2 

16 

61 

85 

Do. „ 2 


a? 


3 „ 

6 

— 

81 

67 

104 

Do. „ 3 





2 

— 

46 

128 

176 

Do. „ 4 



[ 

5 „ 

1 

— 

41 

213 

255 

Total No. not exceeding 6 acres, 

21 

8 

141 

483 

653 

Holdings above 5 '\ 



10 acres, 

15 

1 

159 

1,410 

1,586 

Do. „ 10 



15 „ . 

8 

— 

77 

1,081 

1,160 

Do. „ 16 

g| 


20 „ . 

4 

3 

35 

692 

734 

Do. „ 20 



25 „ . 





11 

186 

197 

Do. „ 25 



30 „ . 





8 

124 

132 

Do. „ 30 



40 „ . 



2 

8 

91 

101 

Do. above 40 

acres, 


1 

5 

16 

64 

85 

Gross Total, 





187 

238 

1,622 

12,034 

14,081 


IV. — The destination of the migratory lahourerB is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


ProTlnoca 

Eleewliero in Ireland. 

Sngload. 

Scotland. 

Leinster, 

62 

107 

18 

Munster, 

177 

61 



Ulster, . 
Connaught, 

138 

287 

1,197 

107 

11,424 

503 

Total, 

484 

11,879 

1,718 


It appears that 84'4 per cent, sought work in England, 12*2 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 3*4 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 187 labourers, 125 sought 
enmloyment in Great Britain, and 62, or 33*2 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 238 labourers, 61 sought work in Great Britain, and 177, or 74*4 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 1,622 labourera, 1,484 sought work in Great Britain (287 in England, 
and 1,197 in Scotland), while 138, or 8‘5 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 12,0^4, 11,927 sought work in Great Britain (only 503 of these 
in Scotland), and but 107, or 0*9 per cent, m Ireland. 


1 have the honour to remain, 


Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 


General Registee Oiwoe, 

Charlemout House, Dublin, 

Jdth Sepiemher, 1890. 


THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Hegistrar-Gene ral. 
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APPENDIX. 


Tini.T! showing, by CountiBB and Poor-Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose usual Residence is 
situated rfiereui j the Area of their Holdings in Statute Acres ; the place in which they sought or intended to seek Bnjploy- 
ment ; and the Number who had not loft their Homes at the time (month of Jane, 1890) the Bnumerators took the Returns. 


Province of Leinster. 


Oarlaw Countjr. 

BllTINOUSS, put of, 


Snblln County. 
BlLSOTBIOtT, 
CsLSBiME, part af, 
Dublih, Nomh, . 
DoBLiM, Sooth, . 
DuKSUioGiiiJN, part of, 


Sftdare County. 

Atht, put of, 


SUkcDuy County. 
CaLLiH, part of, 


Oanjiict-ox-SuiR. „ 
Oabtlecomee, 
KllUBNNV, . 

Ifsw Eoss, part of, 

TdouxsrowK, 
UnuNOPOno, part of. 


KIue' 8 County. 
£Ds:<DiaaY, part of, 
Moumtiirllics, „ 
Parsomsiowh, „ 
Roscbki, „ 

Toixanoas, „ 


lon^ford County. 

part of, . 
eRaitatD, „ 
Lwievoan, . 


Kouth County. 

Ardbb, part of 
Dsosheda, „ 
DunDALS, n 
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AGRICULTURAl STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1890. 

Table showing, by Comities and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, »fco. contmuei 
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AGRICfULTUBAL STATISTICS. IRELAND, 1890. 


Table ahowing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourera, ^ 

Province of Ulster. 


Antrui, 
Balltcastie, 
BaXLTUSN'A, ' . 
BALlTMOltEY, part oi, 
BsUASr, „ 

OoLSaAINK, ,, 

I4ARNB, . 
LisBuM, part of, . 
LoaaAH, „ 


Armagb Coiuit7. 
AJtUAOB, part of, 


Banbridor, „ 

Oastleulatbey, „ 
Dundalk, g 

Luruak, „ 

Newby, „ 


Cavan County. 

BAILIEBOROi;GIf, . 


Bawmov, }«rt of, 
Cavan, 

CooTEunx, put of, 
ELmniekillzb, ,, 
CrBANASD, „ 

Kblu, „ 

Oldcaru, „ 


DUNFA^fASEY, 
Giektis, . . 

INISHOVSN, . . 

LETTERKENSr, . 
LONBONDEXBT, part of, 
MitxFoaD, . 
StluHAXB, part of, 
Stbanorlab, . 


Sovn Conmtj-, 
BAKBRiuaSipart of^ 
BsLKASr, „ 
Downhaimok, . 
Eileeel, 

LlkHUBx, part oi; . 
LiiRaAN, ,, 
Nbwiiy „ 
Newtow.vabds, . 


rermanaKb County. 
Bailtsbaxkon, port of, 
CLONia, , 

ENNiaKttXEN, „ 

laviNiarowN, „ 
LiavASKEA, . 


Xos4onderry Co. 
Ballthobbt, Dai( of, . 
CoteuAiNB, ' „ 
LtKAVAUT, . 
Londondebby, part of, 
MAOaBRAPBI.T, , 



Compriaisf 1 aaeh at «,SS, CO, 80. Aod 8 » aum ; S oadi of SO tad CS ntei ; aod 3 eAsh of 41 And SS a< 
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Table sliowing, by Caontiea and Poor Law Unions, die number of Migratory Agiicultural Labourera, — eoztiimied. 



(fi) CeininicijiK I cock af 41 uid 6S m 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 1890. 


Tabls showing, by Comities and Poor Law Unions, the nnmber of Migratory Agricultural Dihoiu*er8, <fec. continued. 


C0UKZIE8 

Ain> 

FOOa LAW UNIONS. 

if 

ri 

ill 

pi 

1 Noucin Ot HlODATORV AOKICULTIIAL LABlHIAKHli MAVINO LAND, AND AUKA UR 

Ii 

II 

|| 

Wb»r» gapteveD. 

Mir 

m 

J 

f 

w 

ji 

Is 

P" 

S-; 

sl 

Is 

1" 

g 

1" 

1 1 
P 

|S 

“S 

|i 

Is 

ll 

ji 

“S 

SB 

if 

?8 
a g 

S ? 
gj 

1 

1 

1 

E 

1 

Sligo ConntT. 
BALU>l,pUtof, . 
BOTLR, „ 

Dromobb WB3I, . 
Suao, .... 

TOBBBCOftRT, 1 

Total, . i . 

SI 

160 

10 

33 

361 

'l 

'i 

's 

1 

■3 

10 

'1 

14 

‘3 

io 

30 

1 

5 

\ 

63 

’s 

1 

2 

47 

■3 

2 

32 

ii 

'a 

/ 

'6 

33 

149 

19 

40 

540 

33 

145 

19 

13 

537 

’4 

35 

3 

’2 

'21 

Ii 

661 

1 

4 

5 

10 

23 

43 

73 

68 

27 


u 

3 

(a) 6 

7!)0 

740 

42 

2 

3SS 

1 _ SUMMARY BY PROVIHCES. | 

PROVD4CE&. I 




















bsi.WTBl, . t { . 

138 

6 

S 

c 

2 

1 

21 

15 

B 

4 




1 

187 

107 

18 

62 

C 

;UnRSiEl, . ; 

219 

6 

2 




R 

f 


S 



2 

5 

236 

61 


177 


OLsrtR, 

1,166 

7 

16 

31 

46 

41 

141 

159 

77 

35 

11 

8 

U 

15 

1,622 

287 

1,197 

1.38 

IK 

Cg.THACOHT,. 

7,903 

U 

61 

67 

128 

313 

48S 

1,410 

1,081 

692 

186 

124 

91 

64 

13,031 

11,424 

503 

107 

iSi 

Total or t&suiib, < . 

! 

9,428 

33 

as 

104 

176 

253 

653 

1,585 

1,166 

73* 

197 

132 

101 

85 

I4,(ffil 

11,879 

1,718 

484 

^15 


(a) Compriring 1 each of 44, ao, .‘a, and 93 Mt»s, and 2 of 49 acres each. 


t Dublin Castle, 

7th October, 1890. 
S[R, 

I have to acknowledge the Eeceipt of your Letter of the 4th instant, forwarding, 
for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Eeijort and Tables relating 
to Migratory Agricultural Labourers (Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1890). 

I am, Sir, 

Tour obedient Servant, 


The Registrar-Geo oral, 

Charlemont House. 

Rutland-square. 


W. Ridgeway, 


Dcbldc I Printed for Her Mafeety’e eutionery Office, 

By Ais*. Thom « Co. (lamited), 8T, 88. i 81, Abbey-etreeC, 
Tbe Qoeea'e FrinUag Office. 
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